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MEDITERRANEAN 


DEVELOPMENTS 


Morocco 

HE surrender of Abd-el-Krim, who 

for five years has been attempting 
to win autonomy for the Riff in northern 
Morocco, has settled one series of prob- 
lems only to precipitate other grave dif- 
ficulties. Spanish and French military 
operations in Morocco will be concluded 
as soon as the few remaining rebels have 
been pacified and the submission of all 
the Riffian chiefs has been formally re- 
ceived. But now that war is concluded, a 
diplomatic struggle between France and 
Italy seems imminent. France, Spain 
and Great Britain were party in 1923 to 
an agreement increasing French author- 
ity in the internationalized district of 
Tangier. The United States, one of the 
signatories of the Algeciras Convention of 
1906, has not consented to this alteration 
in the administration of Tangier. The 
conclusion of the Moroccan war has given 
the Italian press an opportunity to dis- 
cuss general readjustment of European 
spheres of influence in northwest Africa. 
Strong support is accorded the American 
position by Italians, who oppose any in- 
crease of French influence in Tangier and 
demand adequate recognition of Italian 
interests in the western Mediterranean. 


Egypt 

PARLIAMENT overwhelmingly Na- 
tionalist has been returned as a re- 
sult of the Egyptian elections of last week. 
The character of the new Parliament 
raises the issue of Anglo-Egyptian rela- 
tions from the limbo to which it was tem- 
porarily banished by Premier Ziwar 
Pasha, who for a year and a half has car- 
ried on an administration pleasing to the 

British authorities. 
Zaghlul Pasha, the popular hero of the 
elections and the intransigeant opponent 
of British influence in Egypt, expects to 


be appointed Premier. He has declared his 
intention to proceed to a discussion of the 
four British reservations of February, 
1922, which limit the sovereignty of 
Egypt. The British authorities regard 
the situation as critical. It is improbable 
that in the face of the decisive expression 
of popular opinion they will resort again 
to last year’s expedient of dissolving Par- 
liament. The proposed appointment to 
the Premiership of Adly Yeghen Pasha, 
moderate Nationalist, has been made dif- 
ficult if not impossible by a disagreement 
between himself and Zaghlul Pasha, since 
the latter refuses to support any policy 
involving acceptance of British hegemony 
in Egypt. Thus it seems probable that 
the issue of Anglo-Egyptian relations 
will have to be squarely met and the in- 
definiteness of existing relations termi- 
nated within the next few months. 
Syria 

FTER six months in Syria, High Com- 

missioner de Jouvenel is returning to 
France to aid in preparing the report 
which the French government will pre- 
sent to the Permanent Mandates Com- 
mission of the League of Nations at its 
June meeting. The Lebanon, which did 
not join in the revolution, has now be- 
come established as a separate republic 
with a constitution of its own under an 
Arab president. Syria, however, still re- 
mains unpacified. Some elements of the 
population are inclined to accept de Jou- 
venel’s promise of a thirty-year agree- 
ment between France and Syria on liberal 
lines. But the rebels still hold out and 
have countered the death sentence passed 
by French military authorities against 
Druse and Nationalist leaders still at 
large by a demand that France withdraw 
its troops from Syria and pay reparations 
for damage done to life and property in 
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Damascus and elsewhere. In the absence 
of authoritative news, it is impossible to 
estimate the strength of the French posi- 
tion in Syria. The tendency of the oc- 
cupying authorities, however, is to regard 
the revolt as being practically terminated. 
ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 
China’s Difficulties 

The baffling difficulties confronting 
Chinese statesmen have been discourag- 
ingly illustrated during the past two 
weeks. Dr. W. W. Yen, the Regency Pre- 
mier, unable to prevail upon his associ- 
ates designated as Ministers to return 
from their hiding places, has been con- 
ducting a one-man government in Pe- 
king. Whether the foreign Powers will 
recognize his régime seems doubtful. 

Important news comes from the Yang- 
tze delta region. There General Sun 
Chuan-fang, a strong leader and the lat- 
est addition to the group of major Tu- 
chuns, has declared that the five provinces 
he controls now constitute an indepen- 
dent state. This development may have 
far-reaching repercussions because Ki- 
angsu, Chekiang, Anhwei, Kiangsi and 
Fukien provinces are five of the richest 
in all China, with a population of over 
one hundred millions. As to Peking, Sun 
states that he will support any good gov- 
ernment there, but will not tolerate in- 
terference from an unsatisfactory régime. 

In Shanghai the long dreaded anniver- 
sary of the disastrous events of May 30, 
1925, has passed with only minor disturb- 
ances. But there are no signs that the 
Chinese are any less determined to remedy 
the conditions against which they have so 
long protested. R. T. R. 


Acceptance Fifth Reservation Doubtful 

The cheerful optimism of President 
Coolidge’s Memorial Day address would 
be more satisfying were it certain that 
the United States’ one recent venture at 
organizational co-operation with the rest 
of the world — adherence to the Perma- 
nent Court of International Justice—will 
be consummated. More and more evi- 
dence accumulates that the Senate’s fifth 
reservation, giving to the United States 
the power to veto any request to the 
Court by the Council of the League for 
an advisory opinion on any question in 
which our government has or claims to 
have an interest, may not be acceptable 
to the 48 signatories of the Court Pro- 
tocol. 

Private communications from respon- 
sible students of international affairs 
abroad with surprising unanimity em- 
phasize this possibility. They assert that 
this reservation would give to the United 
States an exceptional position which no 
other power now has, and as a result 
might establish a precedent and tend to- 
wards a procedure which would seriously 
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weaken the Court’s advisory function, 
Therefore they argue that it would be 
better that the United States should not 
adhere to the Court than that its adher. 
ence be permitted to check the develop. 
ment of this new and very promising 
method of judicially easing internationa] 
friction. Whether the responsible states. 
men who must make the final decision wil] 
adopt this view is uncertain, but by no 
means impossible. J. G. McD. 


Disarmament Drafting Committee’s Report 

The Preparatory Commission on Dis. 
armament ended its first session May 
26, after adopting the report of its Draft. 
ing Committee. The Preparatory Com. 
mission will not meet again until its 
technical sub-committees have had time 
to study and prepare reports on the nu. 
merous difficult questions referred to 
them. 

Perhaps the most important item of the 
report is the proposal, introduced by 
France, that every government should 
submit to the final conference “definite and 
quantitative proposals” in regard to their 
scale of armaments. The report states 
that it would be impracticable at present 
to limit the ultimate war strength of a 
country, and lists the various methods 
proposed for reduction or limitation of 
peace-time effectives. It also includes a 
proposal concerning regional disarma- 
ment, introduced by the American delega- 
tion, and proposals concerning chemical 
and bacteriological warfare and publicity 
concerning war inventions. 

A statement by the German delegation 
that the present status of armaments is 
temporary, and that no country must be 
so powerful as to be able to defy the 
League, is also included in the report. 

The military sub-committee, on which 
the United States is represented by Rear 
Admirals Hilary P. Jones and Andrew T, 
Long and Brigadier General Dennis BE. 
Nolan, started work immediately. Gen 
eral Nolan has proposed a definition of 
armaments which constitutes a com. 
promise between the British and the 
French theses.* R. B.-W. 


Turkey and Bulgaria have entered into 
a treaty of friendship whereby diplomatic 
relations are to be resumed between the 
two countries and the rights of minor 
ities are to be mutually guaranteed. 


Disarmament, by P. J. Noel Baker. Lom 
don, The Hogarth Press, 1926. A 
scholarly survey of the whole problem. 

The Europa Year-Book, 1926, which was 
noted in the News Bulletin two weeks 
ago, is published in this country by 
Harper & Brothers. 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 29, May 28, 1926. 
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